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than she said, for she was very shy and the English did not come
readily.
Called at Cae Mawr. The Morrells told me that Mrs. and the
Miss Baskervilles have returned suddenly from St. Leonards on Sea,
having been routed horse and foot with great slaughter and loss by
bugs or fleas. They intended to stay at St. Leonards a month or
more longer.
Saturday, 5 March
Very cold last night, and sharp frost and the day brilliant and the
air exquisitely clear though the wind was East. The view from the
banks lovely, the river winding down from Glasbury like a silver
serpent, flowing beneath at the foot of the poplars. Hay in the
distance bright in brilliant sunshine. Every watercourse clear upon
the mountains in the searching light. As the sun went down a pink
and then a deep purple glow bathed the mountains and Cusop Hill
and a keen frost set in. The rich pink and deep purple light very
unusually splendid.
i Sunday in Lent, 6 March
After evening church, visited the Pughs and found Mary at home.
She gave me a more extraordinary account than any that I have yet
heard about the falling of the gable at Clyro Court, the house-
keeper's marvellous descent through the floor into the kitchen from
her bedroom, during the great storm on the morning of January 8th,
1870.
Tuesday, 8 March
Yesterday there was an inquest at the Blue Boar, Hay, on the body
of the barmaid of the Blue Boar who a day or two ago went out at
night on an hour's leave, but went up the Wye to Glasbury and
threw herself into the river. She was taken out at Llan Hennw. She
was enceinte. Met the Morreli children returning from a walk with
the first white violets and primroses.
Thursday, 10 March
A heavenly day, lovely and warm, real spring. People busy in
their gardens planting and sowing. Everyone rejoicing in the
unclouded splendid weather, and congratulating each other on it in
their greetings on the road. The roads lively with market women
riding to the Hay. A woman on a cream coloured horse with black

